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upper Ourcq, which were clearly the British, who could
only move slowly in large bodies. Weaker forces of
Maunoury's Army were reported to be advancing in a
northerly direction about Mortefontaine and Coeuvres-
et-Valsery, and from the Villers Cotterets district.
The area Eoye-Montdidier-Noyon on the right flank
of the Army and west of the Oise was clear of the
enemy.

During the afternoon the enemy approached the
Aisne, and by that time strong gun fire had developed
on the whole front of the Army, especially opposite the
IX. Corps. A serious attack by the enemy was all the
more probable since it was of great importance, from
the point of view of General Maunoury and General
French, to defeat the First Army before German rein-
forcements could arrive. At 1 p.m. the following
Operation Order was issued: " The Army will maintain
its positions. The IX. Corps has been directed to cover
the right flank of the Army on the front Nampcel-
Audignicourt-Autreches. The distribution of front line
sectors is as follows:

" IV. Reserve Corps on the high ground at Nouvron.
"IV. Corps on the high ground at Cuisy-en-Almont

to the heights of Pasly (both inclusive).
" II. Corps from Cuffi.es to about Chivres.
"III. Corps on the high ground north of Conde,

with one division in reserve.
" Marwitz's Cavalry Corps at Vailly."

The positions were strong, the right flank was safely
protected and the left flank, owing to the formation
of the III. Corps as ordered above, could be extended
farther eastwards, by that Corps and by Marwitz's
Cavalry Corps, so as to enable a junction to be made
with the VII. Reserve Corps, which was hurrying up